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Review

Kasarian Dane

Rowland Contemporary, through Jan 6.

Untitled, 2006.
* %

These paintings of multicolored strips that run horizontally in some, and vertically in others, seem to float on the walls like bizarre flags of the future. Dane often uses

two types of paint in a single piece, yielding oil portions so glossy they look plastic, and matte sections that almost look like velvet in certain light. This textural
combination is intriguing, especially when taken in up close.

With their bold and brash color combinations, some of the works in this show, oddly titled “co:lor,” are searing to the eye, while others evoke nostalgic associations by
pairing colors that were popular in different decades (a 1980s mauve and a psychedelic 1960s lime-green, for instance), as well as colors associated with holidays
(bright Christmas red). We also see a late October orange, baby-pink and -blue, and what appears to be the yellow and blue of the Swedish flag. The width and
number of the color strips vary from piece to piece, and the application appears meticulous, though we thought we spotted a renegade drop of sea-green.

Done on aluminum sheets with wall mounts welded to the back, the pieces have a utilitarian presence, but what that implies is tough to determine. But some would
make for excellent flat-screen television decoys with their locked color bars.— Josh Tyson
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Kasarian Dane: co:lor

when: Now through Sat 1.6.07 (Saturdays: 11am-5pm)

where: Rowland Contemporary ( , 312.421.6275)
price: FREE

details:

Kasarian Dane's deceptively simple paintings feature little more than bands of
color, though their composition speaks volumes, recalling traditional

, or, perhaps, flags from some make-believe country. Each piece is
crafted through an intensive process of sanding, painting with oils and ,
and mounting on hand-fabricated devices that make each work appear to float
away from the wall. The vibrant colors are rendered either with an ultra-shiny
gloss finish or a flat matte effect that highlights Dane's brushwork.
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